
The Axe at the Roots
Matthew 3



In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of 
Judea, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3 For this is he 
who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare[b] the way of the Lord;

make his paths straight.’”

4 Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his 
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and 
all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6 
and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
- Matthew 3:1-6





7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning 
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by 
the wind? 8 What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft 
clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses.
- Matthew 11:7-8



11 Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no 
one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 From the days of John the 
Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the 
violent take it by force. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied 
until John, 14 and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to 
come. 15 He who has ears to hear, let him hear.
- Matthew 11:11-15



5 The messengers returned to the king, and he said to them, “Why have 
you returned?” 6 And they said to him, “There came a man to meet us, 
and said to us, ‘Go back to the king who sent you, and say to him, Thus 
says the Lord, Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are sending 
to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? Therefore you shall not come 
down from the bed to which you have gone up, but you shall surely die.’” 
7 He said to them, “What kind of man was he who came to meet you and 
told you these things?” 8 They answered him, “He wore a garment of 
hair, with a belt of leather about his waist.” And he said, “It is Elijah the 
Tishbite.”
- 2 Kings 1:5-8



8 They answered him, “He wore a garment of hair, with a belt of leather 
about his waist.” And he said, “It is Elijah the Tishbite.” 

- 2 Kings 1:8

4 Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his 
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
- Matthew 3:4



6 Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the Lord has sent me to 
the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will 
not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of the sons of the 
prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both 
were standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled it up 
and struck the water, and the water was parted to the one side and to 
the other, till the two of them could go over on dry ground.
- 2 Kings 2:6-8



4 “On that day every prophet will be ashamed of his vision when he 
prophesies. He will not put on a hairy cloak in order to deceive, 5 but he 
will say, ‘I am no prophet, I am a worker of the soil, for a man sold me in 
my youth.’
- Zechariah 13:4-5



19 So he departed from there and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who 
was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen in front of him, and he was with the 
twelfth. Elijah passed by him and cast his cloak upon him. 20 And he left 
the oxen and ran after Elijah and said, “Let me kiss my father and my 
mother, and then I will follow you.” And he said to him, “Go back again, 
for what have I done to you?” 21 And he returned from following him and 
took the yoke of oxen and sacrificed them and boiled their flesh with the 
yokes of the oxen and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he arose 
and went after Elijah and assisted him.
- 1 Kings 19:19-21



11 And as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and 
horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a 
whirlwind into heaven. 12 And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, 
my father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no 
more.

Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 13 
And he took up the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and went 
back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14 Then he took the cloak of 
Elijah that had fallen from him and struck the water, saying, “Where is 
the Lord, the God of Elijah?” And when he had struck the water, the 
water was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over.
- 2 Kings 2:11-14



In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of 
Judea, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3 For this is he 
who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare[b] the way of the Lord;

make his paths straight.’”

4 Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his 
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and 
all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6 
and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
- Matthew 3:1-6



7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his 
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And 
do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ 
for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for 
Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire.
- Matthew 3:7-10



11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after 
me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the 
barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
- Matthew 3:11-12



13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by 
him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized 
by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be 
so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
consented. 16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up 
from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he 
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 
17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased.”
- Matthew 3:13-17



11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after 
me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
- Matthew 3:11



16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does 
not believe will be condemned. 
- Mark 16:16

38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
- Acts 2:38



11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after 
me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
- Matthew 3:11



13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by 
him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized 
by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be 
so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
consented. 16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up 
from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he 
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 
17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased.”
- Matthew 3:13-17



Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, 
one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in 
heaven, 2 a minister in the holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set 
up, not man. 3 For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and 
sacrifices; thus it is necessary for this priest also to have something to 
offer. 4 Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since 
there are priests who offer gifts according to the law. 5 They serve a copy 
and shadow of the heavenly things. For when Moses was about to erect 
the tent, he was instructed by God, saying, “See that you make 
everything according to the pattern that was shown you on the 
mountain.” 6 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much 
more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since 
it is enacted on better promises.
- Hebrews 8:1-6



14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by 
you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so 
now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
consented.
- Matthew 3:14-15



11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after 
me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
- Matthew 3:11



11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 13 each one's work will become 
manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, 
and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work 
that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a 
reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he 
himself will be saved, but only as through fire.
- 1 Corinthians 3:11-15

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that 
each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, 
whether good or evil.
- 2 Corinthians 5:10



7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his 
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And 
do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ 
for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for 
Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire.
- Matthew 3:7-10



10 When Jesus heard this, he marveled and said to those who followed 
him, “Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith. 11 I 
tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12 while the sons 
of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
- Matthew 8:10-12



34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a 
slave to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains 
forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37 I know that you 
are offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because my word finds no place 
in you. 38 I speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do what you have 
heard from your father.”

39 They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were 
Abraham's children, you would be doing the works Abraham did, 40 but now you 
seek to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This is not 
what Abraham did. 41 You are doing the works your father did.” They said to him, “We 
were not born of sexual immorality. We have one Father—even God.” 42 Jesus said 
to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am 
here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent me. 43 Why do you not understand 
what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my word. 44 You are of your father 
the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When 
he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 
But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. 46 Which one of you convicts me 
of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? 47 Whoever is of God hears the 
words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of God.”
- John 8:34-47



7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his 
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And 
do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ 
for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for 
Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire.
- Matthew 3:7-10



25 And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against 
anyone, so that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your 
trespasses. But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in 
heaven forgive your trespasses.”
- Mark 11:25-26



15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but 
inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their fruits. 
Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 So, 
every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 
18 A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear 
good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 
On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 
name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in 
your name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart 
from me, you workers of lawlessness.’
- Matthew 7:15-23



8 Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.
- Matthew 3:8



“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
- John 14:15
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